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Prairie Meadows 
2009-2010 Scholarship
Guidelines & Application 

PRAIRIE MEADOWS MISSION

Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino has been a vital part of the central Iowa community since it began operations in 1989. Over the years, our mission has remained the same: to promote economic development, agriculture, jobs, tourism and entertainment and provide financial contributions to programs and organizations that improve the quality of life for all Iowans. 
SCHOLARSHIP OVERVIEW
Prairie Meadows has worked to further the educational opportunities of students in Polk County for over a decade.  We are committed to a scholarship program that dedicates nearly $100,000 each year to Polk County high school seniors who choose to further their educations in Iowa.  We are pleased to play a role in helping these outstanding students continue to contribute their talents to our state.
The Prairie Meadows Scholarship Program is funded through the Prairie Meadows Legacy Grant Program. 
ELIGIBILITY
To be eligible for a Prairie Meadows Employee Scholarship, students must meet the following criteria:

· Graduating senior of a Polk County, Iowa high school

· Accepted at an accredited Iowa institution 

· Enrolling as a full-time student (12 credit hours or more) in fall of 2010
· United States citizen or permanent resident for at least two consecutive years
· Minimum cumulative high school GPA of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name:        
Mailing address:       
Telephone number:       
Email address:       
Current Grade Point Average:       
Name of high school:       
Name of anticipated college or university:       
Anticipated area of study:       

SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT 
Please list all of the school-related activities, clubs, organizations, etc. that you have been involved with over the past four years, or please provide a statement as to why you have not been involved:  

     
Please list any accomplishments and honors associated with the activities you listed above:  

     
CIVIC, COMMUNITY AND RELIGIOUS INVOLVEMENT

Please list all civic, community and/or religious activities, clubs, organizations, etc. that you have been involved with over the past four years, or please provide a statement as to why you have not been involved:  


     
Please list your accomplishments and honors associated with the activities you listed above:  

     
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Current employer:       
Job title:       
Address:       
Length of employment:       


Supervisor’s name:       
Please list your job responsibilities, hours worked and any accomplishments: 


     
Previous employer:       
Job title:       
Address:       
Length of employment:       


Supervisor’s name:       
Please list your job responsibilities, hours worked and any accomplishments: 


     
Previous employer:       
Job title:       
Address:       
Length of employment:       


Supervisor’s name:       
Please list your job responsibilities, hours worked and any accomplishments: 


     
ESSAY
Applicants must submit a two-page, typed essay addressing one of the following topics:
· AGRICULTURE

Farmland numbers decline: According to the United States Department of Agriculture, fewer farms exist in the United States as a result of consolidation and a movement of land to non-agricultural uses. United States farm operators are estimated at 2.08 million at the start of 2009, a decline of 0.6 percent from 2008. Some 930.9 million acres were in farmland, down 1.5 million from one year earlier (Iowa State University Extension Office). What has lead to this decrease and why is it important for Iowa to remain an agriculturally focused state? 

· TOURISM
Each year, statewide revenue generated from tourism has steadily increased. In 2008, $6.4 billion was generated through tourism in Iowa (Iowa Department of Economic Development). How can we keep the tourism industry growing in Iowa and what can we do to set ourselves apart from surrounding states? 

· COMMUNITY BETTERMENT
In 2006, a total of 12,864,875 volunteer hours were recorded in the non-profit business industry and total private giving reached $295 billion, more than doubling over 10 years (Non-Profit Almanac 2008).  Do you give back to your community or volunteer your time? Explain your experiences. Or how has a non-profit affected you, your family or a friend? 

· JOBS
For the past decade, Iowa's annual average unemployment rate has been substantially lower than the comparable U.S. rate (2007 Iowa Factbook).  What can Iowa do to set our job market apart from other states and keep our unemployment rates low?
Please use Times New Roman font, 12 point, single spaced and with one inch margins (standard). All writing must be the student’s original work.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Scholarship applicants must provide two letters of recommendation. One must be from a school faculty member and the other may be from an employer, family friend, club/organization leader, etc. The letters should state why you deserve the scholarship.
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION 

The Prairie Meadows Scholarship Program requires that you sign an authorization to (1) allow Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino, Inc., your high school and the institution you will be attending to communicate and evaluate your application, academic standing and other applicable information and (2) publicize your name in connection with this scholarship, should you be selected as a recipient. All information will be treated with strict confidence. 
In addition, your signature on this authorization certifies that all information and materials you submit as part of this application are true and accurate. 
Signature _______________________________________________  Date _______________________ 

Return this application, along with your two-page essay, a wallet-sized color photograph, and two letters of recommendation, to your high school guidance counselors office by Friday, April 2, 2010. 
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